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public works community. This 

conference is held May 24, 

2017 to May 26th, 2017 this 

year. The conference is held eve-

ry three years. I hope you are 

able or could attend. 

 
If that were not enough, we have 

the National APWA PWX Con-

ference this August 27-30th 

2017 in Orlando, FL at the Or-

ange County Convention Center. 

New this year is the National 

Equipment Roadeo! Every chap-

ter will have two representatives 

compete in this national backhoe 

competition. Stay tuned to who 

we’ll have represent the Iowa 

Chapter! 

 
This year’s Fall Conference will 

be held in Dubuque, IA at the 

Hotel Julien in downtown Dubu-

que. This very historic hotel un-

Submitted by: 

Jon Dienst, P.E. 

APWA IA Chapter President 

 
Happy spring to everyone in 

the Iowa Chapter! It looks like 

the snow is finally behind us for 

a little while. And speaking of 

snow, I want to congratulate all 

of you for the fantastic effort 

and hospitality the Iowa Chap-

ter showed North America at 

the North American Snow Con-

ference held in Des Moines, IA 

on April 23-26, 2017! The 

Snow Conference had record 

attendance for full conference 

registrants. I’ve heard many, 

many comments from at-

tendees and APWA National 

staff who were very impressed 

with how the conference was 

put on, the hospitality, the 

beer…. Anyways, I’m very 

proud of all of you. Special ku-

dos to Tracy Warner, Kevin 

Hensley and Adam Smith who 

co-chaired the Iowa Chapter’s 

Snow Conference Committee. 

Great job! 

 
I also want to lift up the Iowa 

Spring Conference which was 

held in West Des Moines at 

the Sheraton Hotel. As you 

may remember this year we 

did the conference alone after 

several years paired with the 

Iowa Society of Solid Waste 

Operations (ISOSWO). Alt-

hough we valued that partner-

ship with ISOSWO, the con-

ference facilities were getting 

cramped and more space was 

needed. The executive com-

mittee for the APWA Iowa 

Chapter also received some 

feedback to make the confer-

ence an all APWA event. This 

year’s conference was excep-

tional. We had multiple tracks 

for attendees to rake ad-

vantage of. These included a 

general session track, a lead-

ership track, a fleet services 

track and an Operations Man-

ager track. All of these were 

well received and led my 

members of our chapter. The 

conference was well attended 

and again, I heard great com-

ments from attendees. Our 

National APWA President Ron 

Calkins attended the confer-

ence and was very impressed 

with our chapter, which 

means he was impressed with 

you. 

 
As I write this we are on the 

verge of another Mid-Am, the 

2017 Mid-America Confer-

ence and Exhibit Show held in 

Overland Park, KS. This con-

ference brings in five APWA 

Chapters in Iowa, Kansas, 

Missouri and Nebraska to 

come together and share and 

network with peers in the 

IA Chapter President— Jon Dienst, City 

of Dubuque 
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President’s Message Continued from cover 

derwent a multi-million-dollar 

renovation several years ago 

and is truly a gem in the City of 

Dubuque. The conference will 

be held October 4 – 6, 2017. 

Save this date on your calen-

dars. More information on the 

education sessions available will 

be forthcoming. We will again 

have a golf tournament on 

Wednesday October 4, 2017 

that week. The Growing Sustain-

able cities Conference is also 

that same work on October 3rd 

& 4th that week in Dubuque at 

the Grand River Center. Come 

and make a week of it for great 

sessions and conversations with 

Public Works folks from around 

the region. 

 
   National Public Works Week 

(May 21 – May 27) is the 

same week as Mid-Am and is 

an opportunity to lift up the 

hard-working public works 

employees you all are and 

those you associate with. As 

we all know, Public Works 

employees do not toot their 

own horn very much. We do 

what needs to get done with-

out a whole lot of fanfare. It 

is important that we step up 

and hold events and celebrate 

what we are and what we do. 

It does not have to only hap-

pen one week a year. 

 
I truly want to thank you for 

the honor in serving as your 

president this year. It is truly 

humbling. We as a chapter 

have been doing terrific things 

and are getting recognized na-

tionally for it. Membership is 

over 500 members for the first 

time ever. We are currently 

leading chapters in our size in 

membership growth. We have 

grown by nearly 10% in the 

past year. This is a tribute to all 

of you. We all belong on the 

membership committee. Let’s 

all continue to reach out to oth-

ers in showing value, teamwork 

and support for our public 

works profession. 

Peace to you all… 

 
Jon Dienst, P.E. 

APWA IA Chapter President 

dmcdermott@councilbluffs-ia.gov 

HR Green’s Larry Stevens named as one of APWA’s 

2017 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year  

Submitted by: 

Ellen Swanson 

Marketing Director 

HR Green 

 
Des Moines, IA - HR 

Green’s Senior Project 

Director Larry J. Ste-

vens, P.E. has been 

named a Top Ten Pub-

lic Works Leader of 

the Year by the Ameri-

can Public Works As-

sociation (APWA).   

 
The APWA Top Ten 

Public Works Leaders 

of the Year program 

honors excellence and 

dedication in public 

service. As one of the 

most prestigious awards 

presented by the associa-

tion, this award recognizes 

Stevens’ outstanding career 

and his contributions to ad-

vancement of public works 

services and technology.  

The award is a highlight of 

National Public Works 

Week, which is observed 

May 21-27, 2017, and calls 

international attention to 

those individuals whose 

work reflects the highest 

standards of professional 

conduct for public works 

officials. 
“We are proud and hon-

ored to have Larry receive 

this prestigious 

award.   From his many 

years of dedication serving 

HR Green and Iowa commu-

nities, Larry’s contributions 

are helping shape the future 

of the Public Works profes-

sion.” said Rick White, Presi-

dent, Governmental Services 

at HR Green. 
Stevens holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Civil Engineering 

from South Dakota State Uni-

versity and has enjoyed a long 

and distinguished career in 

Municipal Engineering. With 

over 40 years of professional 

experience, he has served in 

numerous leadership roles, 

including being President of 

APWA in 2014-15.  His pro-

fessional experience includes 

serving as the Director of the 

Continued on next page... 

“I truly want to 

thank you for the 

honor in serving as 

your president this 

year. It is truly 

humbling.” 

APWA National Presi-

dent , Ron Calkins, P.E.  
(left) poses with Top Ten 
Award recipient Larry 

Stevens, P.E. 
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HR Green’s Larry Stevens named as one of APWA’s 2017 Top Ten 

Public Works Leaders of the Year  
Public Works 

Director for 

Oskaloosa, Io-

wa, and Assis-

tant City Engi-

neer for the City 

of Grinnell, Iowa 

for five years. 

 
Stevens joined 

HR Green’s Des 

Moines, Iowa 

office in 2009, 

where he con-

tinues to pro-

vide municipal 

engineering ser-

vices to some of the firm’s key cli-

ents. In addition to his successful 

career as a public works leader, Ste-

vens also serves as a teacher and 

mentor to young public works pro-

fessionals through Iowa Chapter of 

APWA.  

 
Stevens will be honored at a local 

ceremony in conjunction with Na-

tional Public Works Week at the 

Ankeny Golf and Country Club in 

Ankeny, IA on May 19 and also dur-

ing the Awards Ceremony of the 

APWA 2017 Public Works Exposi-

tion taking place in Orlando, FL in 

August.  
 

Ellen Swanson 

Marketing Director 

HR Green Iowa Statewide Urban Design and 

Specifications (SUDAS) Program at 

Iowa State University from 2003-
2009, 22 years as City Engineer and 

Mayor Gaer, Bret Hodne and Chapter Awards Chair Eric Cowles

Continued from previous page... 

Eastern Iowa Operator Training & Snow Plow Roadeo 

neuvering safely, quickly, and effi-

ciently through an obstacle 

course.  The snow plow roadeo pro-

vided operators from the State, 

County, and City municipalities 

across Eastern Iowa with training 

opportunities and friendly competi-

tion as operators honed their skills 

for work in the field. The two-day 

training course also provided outside 

guest speakers including City of 

West Des Moines operators Matt 

Dolan and Nathan Geil, and the Iowa 

DOT’s Neil Suckow.  Training fo-

cused on CDL requirements and op-

erator responsibility, safety, and solid 

grasp of skills. 

 
Doug Wilson, PE 

Paving for Progress Program Manager, Public 

Works Department, City of Cedar Rapids 

Cedar Rapids hosted its first Snow 

Plow “ROADeo” competition on 

September 15, 2016 as part of the 

Eastern Iowa Operator Training & 

Snow Plow Roadeo. More than 36 

teams from Cedar Rapids and across 

Eastern Iowa participated in a friend-

ly competition designed to hone 

skills of snow plow operators. Driv-

ers were judged on their skill ma-

Larry Stevens, P.E. with Iowa Chapter members at the award presentation. 
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Submitted by: 
Adam Smith CPM, PWLF 

Sewer Operations Administrator 

City of Des Moines 

Department of Public Works 

The City of Des Moines De-

partment of Public Works part-

nered with the Natural Re-

source Conservation Service 

(NRCS) to build a denitrifica-

tion bioreactor on farmland 

within the Des Moines city lim-

its. Public Works staff identified 

farmland meeting the criteria 

and constructed the bioreactor, 

NCRS staff provided survey, 

located the drainage tile on the 

farm and designed the bioreac-

tor. 
 

A denitrifying bioreactor is 

made by intercepting a farm 

drainage tile and routing it 

through a buried trench filled 

with woodchips. Denitrification 

is the conversion of nitrate to 

nitrogen gas. It is carried out by 

bacteria that naturally live in the 

soil. These bacteria use the car-

bon in woodchips as their food 

and use the nitrate as part of 

their respiration process. The 

bacteria can also breath oxygen, 

so providing anaerobic 

conditions through con-

stantly flowing water in the 

drainage tile, helps to en-

sure that the bacteria uti-

lize the nitrate. 

 

Two control structures are 

utilized in the bioreactor 

design.  The inflow struc-

ture is responsible for 

routing water into the bio-

reactor while allowing ex-

cess flow to by-pass the 

reactor during high flow 

events. The outflow struc-

ture helps retain water in 

the bioreactor long enough 

for the bacteria to remove 

nitrate. These structures 

utilize stop logs to control 

flow into and out of the 

bioreactor. 

 
The size of the bioreactor 

constructed was 80 feet 

long, 10 feet wide and 4.5 

feet deep (3 feet of wood-

chips were placed with 1.5 

feet of a dirt cap on top).  

Research performed at 

Iowa State University indi-

cate a bioreactor of this size 

should be able to reduce the 

nitrate in drainage from 30 to 

80 acres and should have a 

lifespan of 15 to 20 years, 

after which the woodchips 

would need to be replaced 

for treatment to continue. 

 

Total cost of construction 

was $11,290, and took crews 

3 ½ days to complete. Con-

struction was completed in 

April and the bioreactor is 

working as designed. City of 

Des Moines Stormwater staff 

will sample the effluent from 

the bioreactor and compare 

it to untreated tile lines in 

the area. Public Works staff 

view the bioreactor as one 

more tool in our green infra-

structure toolbox.  

 
Adam Smith CPM, PWLF 

Sewer Operations Administrator 

City of Des Moines 

Department of Public Works 

“Denitrification is the 

conversion of nitrate 

to nitrogen gas.” 

Des Moines’ Public Works Crews Build Bioreactor 
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1000 Friends of Iowa Announces 2016 Best Development Award Winners  
Submitted by: 

Julia McGuire 

Best development Award Coordinator 

1000 Friends of Iowa 

 

Des Moines, Iowa - 
 
1000 Friends of Iowa proudly an-

nounces nine recipients as its Best 

Development Award winners of 

2016. Five independent jurors from 

across the state selected projects 

that implement the efficient use of 

our resources to develop sustaina-

ble communities that provide a high 

quality of life.  

 
The 2016 Best Development Award 

winners are listed below (category, 

winner, project, city):  
 In the Renovated Residential 

category, Todd Schneider for 

the School House Apartments 

in Fort Madison  
  In the New Commercial cate-

gory, Hope Haven Area Devel-

opment Center Corporation for 

the Hopefully Yours Thrift and 

Gift Shop in Burlington  
 In the Renovated Commercial 

category, Blackbird Investments 

for the Market One Building in 

Des Moines  
 In the Renovated Civic catego-

ry, Angelo Architects for the 

Iowa Quilt Museum in Winter-

set  
 In the Mixed Use category, Indi-

go Dawn for the Green & Main 

project in Des Moines  
 In the Innovative Leadership 

category, Johnson County for 

its Solar Array and Soil Quality 

Restoration at Johnson County 

Administration Building in Iowa 

City  
 In the Renewable Energy cate-

gory, Steffensmeier Welding and 

Manufacturing for its Solar Field 

in Pilot Grove  
 In the Stormwater: Civic cate-

gory, the City of Storm Lake for 

its North Central Stormwater 

Project in Storm Lake ●  In the 

Stormwater: Private category, 

Cherry Glen Learning Farm, for 

its Designed Watershed Mitiga-

tion in Polk City 
 In the Urban Placemaking cate-

gory, The Alley KADTS for The 

Alley in Oskaloosa  

 
“Having such inspirational nomina-

tions from all over the state brought 

a great close to the 2016 calendar 

year,” stated Kari Carney, Executive 

Director of 1000 Friends of Iowa. 

“Publicly recognizing significant pro-

jects to a wide audience is critical to 

our mission of educating citizens 

about responsible land use. I hope 

our Best Development Award win-

ners will be seen as models for oth-

er community projects in 2017.”  

 

This year’s award categories ex-

panded to include Renewable Ener-

gy, Transportation/Complete 

Streets, and Placemaking/Green 

Space as a way for 1000 Friends of 

Iowa to express the fact that smart 

land use and sustainable communi-

ties are more than buildings. All of 

the nominated projects help ad-

vance sustainability across our state 

by considering site placement, de-

sign, water efficiency, energy man-

agement, materials and resources 

used, indoor environmental quality, 

public use, and long-term benefits.  

 
The Best Development Award win-

ners are selected from a pool of 

applicants each year and judged by 

an independent group of jurors. 

This year’s jurors were Ryan Peter-

son, President of Impact7G; Liz 

Christiansen, Director of the Office 

of Sustainability at the University of 

Iowa; Jeff Geerts, Special Projects 

Manager with the Community De-

velopment Division of the Iowa Eco-

nomic Development Authority; 

Maureen Collins-Williams, an Iowa 

public sector professional who 

trains, speaks and consults with 21st 

century entrepreneurs and innova-

tors; and Jeff Hanson, Community 

Development Operations Manager 

of the City of Sioux City.  

 
Founded in 1998, 1000 Friends of 

Iowa is the only organization in the 

state focused solely on promoting 

responsible land use in community, 

state, and federal development deci-

sions. Its mission is to unite Iowans 

in efforts to protect farmland and 

natural areas, revitalize neighbor-

hoods, towns and cities, and im-

prove quality of life for future gen-

erations.  

 
Julia McGuire 

Best development Award Coordinator 

1000 Friends of Iowa 

awards@1000friendsofiowa.org  
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Community Outreach During Public Works Week 

Cedar Rapids, IA - 
Public Works employees are 

tasked with being responsive 

to the needs of the commu-

nity on a daily basis, and con-

tribute in exponential ways 

to the health, safety, and 

welfare of citizens. Every 

year, Cedar Rapids Public 

Works crews take time out 

of their busy schedules to 

visit local elementary schools 

and showcase the equip-

ment, vehicles, and people 

who work behind the scenes 

to keep the public safe. Chil-

dren enjoy learning how 

swap loaders fight snow and 

fix pavement, how sewer vac 

trucks clean our pipes, and 

how traffic boom trucks give 

our signal technicians a lift. 

Last year, staff visited more 

than 700 children through-

out the spring and summer 

months and talked with 

them about the jobs and 

services of Public Works 

employees.    

 
Doug Wilson, PE 

Paving for Progress Program Manag-

er, Public Works Department, City of 

Cedar Rapids 

Continued on next page... 

Upcoming PWX in Orlando Florida 
August 27-30, 2017 

Orange County Convention Center 

Orlando, FL 

 

PWX draws thousands of 

public works professionals 

from all over the world. If 

you're like many, you have 

limited resources for pro-

fessional development, so 

you've chosen APWA's 

PWX 2017 in Orlando as 

your preferred venue for: 

 Outstanding education 

sessions that address 

current public works 

issues—as well as on-

going challenges. 

Choose from more 

than 125 technical and 

professional develop-

ment sessions that will 

be presented by your 

colleagues—who will 

impart their vital 

knowledge and expe-

rience to you. AP-

WA's education ses-

sions are based on 

the very latest learn-

ing models—

classroom, interactive 

and "live" learning 

labs. 

 The chance to see an 

extensive gathering of 

exhibitors and The 
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Expo Experience that will 

showcase the latest products, 

services and technologies 

specific to public works. Spe-

cial "non-compete" hours al-

low you to visit the floor—

uninterrupted. 

 

 Opportunities to network 

with your peers, hone your 

leadership abilities and learn 

new job skills. APWA offers 

PWX attendees MANY op-

portunities to meet and min-

gle with your peers—the Get 

Acquainted Party, Awards 

Ceremony and more! Build 

lasting professional relation-

ships and make a few lifelong 

friends at the same time. 
At APWA's booth on the exhibit 

floor, our goal is to provide at-

tendees with an environment where 

each of you can meet public works 

experts, network with your peers 

and stay up-to-date with the latest 

happenings in public works. We've 

added so much, you might have a 

hard time leaving! Don't worry, 

we'll also have knowledgeable AP-

WA Staff available to answer your 

show questions and provide you 

with information on APWA prod-

ucts and programs.  

Upcoming PWX in Orlando Florida 

Iowa Chapter Hosts Successful APWA National Snow Conference 
Des Moines, IA— 

“Thank you to all the APWA mem-

bers, attendees and exhibitors that 

joined us in Des Moines for the 

2017 APWA North American Snow 

Conference. Total attendance this 

year came to 2,075 people, including 

a record-breaking 600+ Full Confer-

ence Attendees! The educational 

program was top notch, and 182 

exhibiting companies showcased a 

variety of winter equipment, prod-

ucts and services. And a special 

thank you to the APWA Iowa 

Chapter for the outstanding job 

they did in hosting this year's con-

ference. See you next year in Indian-

Conference attendees have a little 

fun posing in the photo booth. 

Musical Entertainment at the 

Snow Celebration. 
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Iowa Chapter Hosts Successful APWA National Snow Conference 

apolis! “ -  Jared Shilanek, AP-

WA National 

A special thank you to all the 

Iowa Chapter members who 

volunteered to make this 

event a true success.  The 

chapter raised a total of 

$99,212 and proved to be a 

great host.  Of course none of 

Thank you to our Major Sponsors: 

Iowa County Engineers 

APAI 

Snow Trek tickets (square and cash) 

Tenco, Inc. 

Accu-Steel Fabric Covered Buildings 

SkyHawk Telematics 

O'Halloran International  / Navistar 

Ziegler Cat 

Jerico Services Inc. & Olson Explosives 

MacQueen Equipment Group 

Iteris 

Snyder & Associates 

Iowa DOT 

Highway Equipment Company 

Vaisala 

Kueper North America, LLC 

BSM Technologies (Webtech) 

Monroe Truck Equipment Inc. 

Kueny Architects, LLC 

Moving on... 
West Des Moines, IA— 

Duane Wittstock has retired 

from the City of West Des 

Moines after 29 years of ser-

vice.  He was hired as a 

Transportation Engineer in 

January 1988 and was pro-

moted to City Engineer in 

April 1990, a position he 

held until his retirement this 

year.  He was 

the APWA Iowa Chapter 

President in 2002. 

The Snow Trek  

route (above) took 

participants to 

Confluence, Exile, 

Pease Tree and  

The Iowa Taproom  

brew pubs. 

this could be possible with-

out our sponsors.   

Among the many great 

speakers where Senator Joni 

Ernst and Iowa DOT Direc-

tor Mark Lowe.  Evening 

events included the down-

town Snow Trek, a pub 

crawl, through 4 of Des 

Moines’ most popular brew 

pubs complete with food 

and fun.   Tuesday evening 

was just as enjoyable with 

the Snow Celebration event 

held at the World Food 

Prize Hall of Laureates.  It 

was an evening of musical 

entertainment  and  net-

working with food and 

drinks served throughout 

the  building.    Another 

sincere thank you to Hen-

derson Products spon-

soring the Snow Celebra-

tion! 


